If the French and Anglo-Canadians are called the "founding nations" of Canada, the indigenous peoples are the "First Nations".
The term "nation" in this case refers to "any community of people who see themselves as an ethnic, cultural and linguistic unity and oppose themselves to other communities around them." (Bell, 1980, p. 408) In 1982, the Canadian Constitution identified three main groups of the indigenous population that are considered to be the "First Nations".
These are the Indians (60 % of the indigenous population), the Metis (descendants of mixed marriages between Indians and Europeans) -about 26 %, and the Eskimos (or the Inuit) -4 %. (Bykhovets, 1988, p. 56) Canada is the second country in the world in terms of the relative size of the indigenous population (3.8 % according to the population census in 2006). New Zealand takes the first place by this indicator (15 %), followed by the United States and Australia (2 %). (Bykhovets, 1988, p. 56) M. Kobo defines the "indigenous people" as indigenous communities, peoples and nations that preserve historical continuity with societies that existed prior to the invasion of conquerors and introduction of the colonial system and developed on their own territories considering themselves distinct from other strata of society prevailing on these territories at the present time, or in parts of these territories, as well as not being dominant, they want to preserve, develop and pass their ancestral territory and their originality to future generations as a basis for their existence as a people in accordance with their own cultural characteristics, social institutions and legal systems. (cit. ex Crystal, 2007, p. 34) One of the key issues in the field of rights of the indigenous peoples is their inherent distinctiveness. Native language and its preservation is one of the most important elements of identity of the indigenous people. With the loss of all other distinguishing characteristics, the language features usually allow the indigenous peoples to save the status quo in relation to other parts of population of the country. Therefore, an important role in the practice of the majority of states is taken by the legal regulation of language relations.
According to some researchers, the indigenous peoples can be attributed to national and ethnic minorities, but unlike the minorities that can be "embedded" in the environment of the dominant part of population, the indigenous peoples are ethnic communities compactly residing in the ancestral territory. For example, in Canada, there are about 2366 reservation areas that are home to 630 registered Indian communities and the north of the country is inhabited by the Inuit. (Bykhovets, 1988, p. 58) There are many different languages of the In a communicative continuum of the Canadian community these languages serve as languages of everyday communication.
According to V.M. Alpatov, it is a less favourable option than when a minority language serves as a regional language, but more favourable than its complete disappearance. (Foley, 2008, p. 221) The fact that the mother language of a person is one of the local languages does not mean that a person speaks it daily. The percentage of people speaking the local language constantly or using it as a home language is relatively low across Since the immigrants should be integrated into the host group, this "pill" may be sweetened by the guarantee of multiethnic rights. 
